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                                                                                                                          Unwavering Commitment – Unlimited Possibilities 

December 11, 2022 

 
Dear Twinsburg Schools Family: 

 
On Tuesday, December 6th, Twinsburg High School inducted 76 new members into the 

National Honor Society (NHS) to join the already 70 members currently in NHS.  These 

students were selected by the staff for their scholarship, service, leadership, and character.  
Now that they are in the National Honor Society, the students’ goal is to promote these same 

four characteristics throughout their school and community.  The ceremony was led by the 
current Senior officers Damneet Kaur, daughter of Daljit Singh & Tejinder Kaur of 

Reminderville; Klaire Weinroth, daughter of Steve & Kiko Weinroth of Twinsburg;                         
Annikka Banerjee, daughter of Kaustab & Jaya Banerjee of Twinsburg; and Jacqueline Riccardi, 

daughter of James & Mary Riccardi of Twinsburg, who each spoke about one of the four pillars 
of the National Honor Society.  Special thanks to our NHS Advisor Mr. Mike Porinchak for his 

guidance and support.  Congratulations to our new NHS members! See the attached photo… 

 
Just a reminder to provide your feedback regarding the District’s facilities and finances, by 

completing the survey regarding the Tiger Legacy Project and District Facilities/District 
Finances. This survey generally mirrors the Community Phone Survey recently conducted.  The 

survey will be available for your feedback until Tuesday, December 13th and can be accessed 
here: https://forms.gle/tJhnyiG1ubPPKwkw7. 

 
As you may know, the Twinsburg City School District partners with The Emergency Assistance 

Center (TEAC) to facilitate our PAWS on Hunger Program.  PAWS provides a bag of nutritious 

snacks to school-aged, eligible children through grade 8 on Fridays of each week so they have 
something healthy to eat over the weekends.  The food items are “kid-friendly” and nutritious 

and can be easily opened and prepared to be eaten by the child. Typically, we distribute PAWS 
bags 4-5 times a month with a cost of nearly $1,000 per distribution or between $4,000 - 

$5,000 per month.  Our PAWS on Child Hunger Program is funded 100% through donations 
from our generous community.  Since the COVID-19 pandemic began in 2020, the costs related 

to this important program have exceeded the donations brought in and the only reason our 
District has been able to sustain the program this long is due to the fact that the balance prior 

to 2018 had built up to a little more than $36,000.00.  Prior to 2020, our participation was 

lower and our food cost was lower with donations far exceeding our costs.  Currently, our 
students’ need is greater than ever as demonstrated by the fact that participation is almost 

double what it was pre-pandemic.  Food costs have risen well over 20% just since the onset of 
COVID-19.  In order to sustain our PAWS program, we are in desperate need of monetary 

donations.  Thankfully, just this past week, Matt & Gretchen Cellura from M & G Pools donated 
$5,000.00 to PAWS.  We are very grateful to Mr. & Mrs. Cellura for their generous support.  An 

additional $15,000.00 is needed to maintain the program through the end of the 2022/2023 
school with the annual cost of the program at approximately $36,000.00.  If you are able to 

donate to our PAWS on Hunger Program, please mail a check payable to The Emergency 

Assistance Center, 9199 Olde 8, Suite C, Northfield, OH  44067.  Please be sure to write “For 
PAWS on Child Hunger Program” on the memo line.  Thanks, in advance, for any assistance 

you may be able to offer. 
 

Over the past several weeks, Senate Bill 178 (SB 178) has been making its way through the 
Ohio Senate.  SB 178 proposes a significant shift in the way education is overseen and  

supported in Ohio.  First, the legislation changes what the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) 
is called and who is in charge.  The bill renames the ODE as the Department of Education and 
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Workforce (DEW) and creates a new director who would be appointed by the governor.  The current leader of 
the ODE is the State Superintendent who is appointed by the State Board of Education.  SB 178 would transfer 

most of the State Board of Education and State Superintendent’s responsibilities to the new director.  Finally, 
SB 178 places a larger focus on college alternatives by dividing the new department into two divisions: The 

Division of Primary and Secondary Education and the Division of Career and Technical Education.  Each of 

these divisions would be overseen by its own director, as appointed by the governor. 
 

Proponents of SB 178 have attempted to direct all the focus on improving Ohio’s workforce preparation. In 
reality, K-12 public education is much more complicated. Ohio’s students must be equipped with the skills to 

become lifelong learners. As the supporters of SB 178 have pointed out, the workforce needs of Ohio’s 
businesses are ever-changing. There is much more to preparing students to be responsible and productive 

citizens than simply talking about job readiness. ODE and Ohio’s K-12 education system are uniquely situated 
to focus on the needs of students and preparing them for success, no matter what career path they may 

choose.  SB 178 would undermine the role and authority of the elected members of the State Board of 

Education. By stripping it of all but its regulatory role, the State Board would no longer be acting in any 
significant way on behalf of the citizens they represent. At the core of our existence is the belief that education 

in Ohio will be at its best when the interests of the people are served through publicly elected boards and the 
State Board of Education is no different.  

 
Supporters of SB 178 have expressed frustration over the cumbersome policymaking process utilized by the 

State Board of Education. However, as interested parties in the decisions and recommendations made by the 
State Board, it is critically important to support and participate in the current process. This includes public 

committee discussions, public hearings and other opportunities to provide valuable input. The State Board 

process acts in the open with many observers and interested parties weighing in. This opportunity for public 
input and participation will be lost in the new arrangement proposed in SB 178.  In addition to losing these 

important processes, SB 178 would move decisions about important topics such as setting the state’s learning 
standards, graduation requirements for students and school district report cards to a politically appointed staff 

as opposed to the current process that is transparent, purposeful and includes many opportunities for public 
input.  Under the proposed legislation, all policymaking would be accomplished through an agency accountable 

to the governor. Rather than an open, deliberative and transparent process, SB 178 simply gives the executive 

branch of government a significant amount of new, independent power and minimizes the role of the public 
and interested parties in the process.  Further, the proposal to rely heavily on the executive branch of 

government would create uncertainty for school districts when the office holder changes. Major swings in 
education policy could occur as often as every four years if a new governor is elected. 

 
Creating a new agency with a single director accountable to the governor will not ensure SB 178’s proposed 

goals are met.  Under the leadership of interim Superintendent of Public Instruction Stephanie Siddens, the 
ODE has shown a commitment to working through the problems that schools face and highlighting career 

paths and options available to students.   

 
Last Wednesday, the Ohio Senate passed Senate Bill (SB) 178 by a vote of 22-7.  Prior to the Senate vote, the 

committee adopted an amendment quickening the bill’s implementation timeline and passed the measure on a 
party-line vote.  Currently, House Speaker Bob Cupp remains positionless on the House of Representative’s 

plans for the bill.  Thus, time is of the essence to contact our current Representative Casey Weinstein and  
Bill Roemer who will represent our school community beginning in 2023 due to the recent redistricting effort.  

Please encourage them not to act swiftly on SB 178, and instead, to seek feedback from local Boards of 
Education and Superintendents who represent Ohio’s public schools which will undoubtedly be most impacted 

by the proposed bill. 

 
Thank you for your continued support of our Tigers, 

Kathi Powers 
Superintendent 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/legislation/legislation-documents?id=GA134-SB-178

